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steamer Shubrick, now fitting out at the Navy Yard for California;
but she will not sail for two weeks at least and even then it is very
doubtful whether I can succeed and go out in her.28
Although he may not have sensed all its implications at the
time, Henry George had become a victim of the Panic of 1857.
There had been a business recession in 1855, then a flurry of
prosperity, and then: "In August (1857) the storm broke in all
its fury. Banks and corporations crashed; railroads became bank-
rupt; land values dropped sharply; building operations came to
a sudden end."29
There was widespread unemployment in the cities, including
Philadelphia. The panic lasted until the summer of 1858.30 In
spite of good crops, city workers were faced with starvation
through the latter part of the preceding year. The jobless in
cities from Chicago to the East held protest meetings and even
threatened violence. Mobs threatened to raid banks, calling
them "plundering shops," and in New York a procession
marched on Wall Street.31
Doubtless this feeling of insecurity affected young George,
for like other youths he turned toward the promise of the West.
As will be seen, hard times followed him there. But in the mean-
time he was only too glad to leave the East and try for a place on
a ship sailing for California.
The Shubrick was only 140 feet in length and 371 tons burden.
She was a side-wheeler and had two masts, the foremast square
rigged. She looked as trim as a pleasure yacht but she was
armed with six* cannon and also "a novel contrivance for squirt-
ing scalding water," since her duty was not only to supply
lighthouses and maintain buoyage but also to protect govern-
ment property against Indian tribes along the Pacific coast.32
After writing a letter to the congressman from his district
seeking support, Henry George was accepted, greatly to his
delight, for the Shubrick's crew as steward or storekeeper at
forty dollars a month. He planned, when he should reach
California, to work his way to Oregon where friends had prom-
ised him help in getting a job.
On December 22, 1857, a year and a half after his return on
the Hindoo, Henry received his order to sail. He hurriedly said
good-by to his family, and, embarking on the little craft at the
Navy Yard, steamed down the Delaware toward the long pas-
sage around the Horn to the Golden Gate.